WORKERS SOLIDARITY ON THE PICKET LINES 
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Solidarity is Strength: |WW.& Sol Fed attending RMT pickets in Brighton }./e0" 7 


As the old saying has it, there are decades 
where nothing happens, and weeks where 
decades happen. And so it feels; the 
recent strikes led by the RMT have seen 
the rail network grind to all but a halt, with 
three days of action crippling the country, 
after the entire 40,000-strong workforce 
were balloted and chose to send a power- 
ful message to privatised rail fat cats and a 
government that is failing us all. On a turn- 
out of 71%, 89% voted for strike action: an 
overwhelming mandate any politician 
would kill for. 


Somewhat foolhardily, government quis- 
lings polluted the airwaves to attempt to 
shame RMT leader Mick Lynch into admit- 
ting the strikes were wrong. Every single 
one of them had their arses handed to 
them. This is a man who counts as his 
hero James Connolly; they really do not 
grasp the size of fuck he does not give. 
There has been little as energising as 
seeing him eviscerate idiots live on 
camera, calling them directly the liars they 
are. Little, that is, other than seeing him 
standing with pickets and proudly declaring 
‘We refuse to be poor anymore!’ 


Miraculously, the majority of the public are 
behind them. The RMT may be the van- 
guard, but they are not alone: Uber drivers 
struck in sympathy, Yorkshire bus drivers 
have been on strike since June, action that 
looks likely to spread across the whole 


North-West. National ballots are either al- 
ready underway or imminent amongst 
transport workers in ASLEF, TSSA and 
Unite, engineers, postal and call centre 
workers in the CWU, teachers in the NEU 
and (surprisingly) the NASUWT, healthcare 
workers in UNISON and the entire civil ser- 
vice. 


We’re all sick of increasing workloads, dis- 
appearing pensions and an exploitation 
crisis punishing us all with rocketing bills 
and crumbling living standards. 


At time of writing even barristers are taking 
their second day of strikes, to protest their 
appalling pay, their intolerable conditions 
but most importantly the way the law is 
now the exclusive preserve of those with 
the deepest pockets. [The Criminal Bar 
on strike — 9 things you need to know — 
The Secret Barrister] They intend to in- 
crease strike days each week, until they'll 
simply stop working altogether. 


British Airways workers have voted over- 
whelmingly for strike action, with 91% of 
GMB and 94% of Unite members voting 
yes, despite criticism from the usual fake 
left charlatans. All workers in struggle de- 
serve our support. If there are picket lines 
anywhere near you, get down and join in 
the celebration. It’s looking like it'll be a 
long hot summer! 

Ade X, IWW Liverpool 


THIS IS A CLASS WAR! 


The continuing spiral of poverty and debt 
crippling working class communities has 
fuelled growing anger as strikes, picketing, 
workplace and community resistance all 
continue to grow. 


In place of silence, workers are challenging 
the false narrative that we are powerless to 
determine our future by increased protest 
and industrial action. 


Mounting fuel and food poverty are taking 
their toll, particularly on low waged work- 
ers, already on or below the poverty line. 
Many more have to choose between heat- 
ing and eating as the economic terror in- 
tensifies. 


Workers and their families face job cuts 
and pay freezes, resorting to food banks 
and loan sharks in order to survive until the 
next pay cheque or welfare payment ar- 
rives. All this is leading to levels of depriva- 
tion not seen since before World War Il. 


Successive governments in the Dail, in 
Stormont and Westminster continue to 
work against the interests of our class. 
Bankers, stock brokers, investors, busi- 
ness men and landlords ensure their own 
power and wealth is protected, while ev- 
erywhere we suffer. 


The pitiful crumbs they throw us when their 
backs are against the wall are desperate 
attempts to silence and distract us in an 
effort to keep our anger at bay; to distract 
us from the real enemy: the system that 
keeps us in poverty, that starves us daily, 
while they fill their prisons and expect us to 
fight their wars. 


Meanwhile they are introducing legislation 
designed to outlaw protest and dramatical- 
ly reduce workers’ rights that we have 
fought for decades to obtain through count- 
less workplace struggles, hoping to derail 
an effective fight back while they protect 
their own interests. 


As a revolutionary union, the IWW believes 
that what is unfolding is not merely a cost 
of living crisis; this is nothing short of the 
escalation of an ongoing class war. 


Our anger must not be diverted down dead 
ends which seek to replace one set of pup- 
pets with another, nor with any system that 
seeks to rehash the same failed methods 
regardless of how ‘radical’ it might sound. 
There can be no ceasefire in the class war. 


Our objective is the abolition of the wages 
system, of capital itself. We demand the 
creation of a new world organised by and 
for our class, one that works in harmony 
with the earth. 


Our union believes that what is required 
now is the creation of organised workplace 
and community resistance, increasing soli- 
darity to effectively achieve our goals both 
in the short and longer term. 


This is already happening beyond the stale 
and empty statements from those who 
continue to fail working class communities. 


Only genuine working class unity and soli- 
darity in building workplace and community 
resistance can effectively challenge the 
bosses’ relentless attacks. 


Our members should be actively building 
power with our fellow workers in the union, 
in the workplace, on picket lines and on the 
streets; on the front lines where workers 
are mobilising as the class war heats up. 


We must continue to encourage our fellow 
workers to unionise and become more 
active in further developing the One Big 
Union, using our tried and tested tactics of 
mutual aid, direct action and self organisa- 
tion. 


Together we have a world to win! 


IWW Derry 


On The Streets: Wobblies on the march against cuts in Belfast 


BATTLE OF ORGREAVE 


Members of the Sheffield branch and the 
East Midlands branch of the Union joined 
the annual Orgreave rally in Sheffield on 
June 18th organised by the Orgreave Truth 
and Justice Campaign. 


The campaign includes ex-miners, Trade 
Unionists, activists and others who are de- 


termined to get justice for miners who were 


victims of police lies and cover ups at 
Orgreave in June 1984. The turnout on the 
day was great and spirits were high. 


THE BATTLE OF ORGREAVE: IWW Branches Gather to remembers Miners Struggle 


It was fascinating to hear about the speak- 
ers’ lived experience of how the police 
treated the miners’ pickets on June 18th, 
1984, and how people were imprisoned on 
false charges simply for demanding better 
working conditions and decent lives. 


We've also heard from other related cam- 
paigns. It was also really powerful to hear 
about the speakers’ lived experience of 

how the police treated the miners’ pickets 
on June 18th, 1984, and how people were 


imprisoned on false charges simply for de- 
manding better working conditions and 
decent lives. We’ve also heard from other 
related campaigns. It was also really pow- 
erful to hear people’s stories of resistance 
and hope, the victories the campaign has 
achieved, and how people did not give up 
and stuck to their demands for truth and 
justice after all those years. 


The campaign’s Facebook page HERE 
IWW Sheffield branch 


BELFAST: FIGHT ATTACKS ON REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 
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Roe v Wade: IWW in Belfast Extend J Solidarity 
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Members of the Industrial Workers of the World IWW Ireland Branch took part in a 
series of actions across the North in June which was organised by pro-choice 
groups against the recent right wing attacks on abortion rights in the US. These 
events also received widespread support from union, community and non-aligned 
activists demanding further solidarity actions against ongoing attacks on reproduc- 


A spokesperson for the IWW said "We like to thank those activists who pulled these 
events together as its vital we raise our voices on the streets, both to keep the issue 
of reproductive rights it peoples minds and to express our anger and solidarity with 
those directly affected by recent attacks on the right to choose in North America. 


"In Belfast, fellow workers designed this banner in solidarity with all fighting the 
overturn of Roe v Wade. The IWW stands for autonomy for all - abortion rights are 
workers rights: in USA, Poland, & everyone else struggling for healthcare.” 


IWW.ORG.UK/CYMRU 


Urban Re-wilding & 
Ecology Project 
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MEM for their work, our site exists within 
the urban boundaries of the city. A large 
abandoned space surrounded on all sides 
by construction sites for expensive resi- 
dential blocks. 


In June Bristol IWW sent several of our 
members on a delegation to Kurdistan to 
meet with organisations involved with 
Democratic Confederalism. One of the 
groups we met with was the Mesopota- 
mian Ecology Movement (MEM) who had 
set up an Agro-Ecology farm that we visit- | Our IWW ecology group already has 14 
ed. members and on our first work day on the 
site we were joined by a permaculture 
expert to inspect the built and natural envi- 
ronment. 


Inspired by the work of MEM we started 
our own ecology project here in Bristol. 
We located a site in Bristol where we could 
begin our project. While the ground of the site is mostly con- 
crete there is a staggering amount of natu- 


In contrast to the open Sounlpeide used by ral growth that has managed to flourish 


MINERS’ GALA 
MARCH 


Don’t Forget - Next Saturday 
Saturday 9th July 10am Durham Market Place 
@DurhamGala 


~ MINES GLA fri 
JOIN THE ANARCHIST BLOC 


COME ALONG AND JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE THE PAST AND 
FUTURE OF THE WORKING CLASS, TAKE TO THE STREETS, ALL WE 
HAVE IS EACHOTHER! 


Please note the updated start time. More than a bloc 
on a march: Northumbria IWW will be organising 
#resistance now & growing #workingclass activity for 
a future free of exploitation & oppression. 


If you would like to get involved then please get 


BRING FLAGS, FLAGPOLES AND YOURSELVES ; p 
in touch today - @NorthumbrialWW 


08:00 REDHILLS DURHAM MINERS CENTRE | 10:00 DURHAM MARKET PLAGE 


and break though the cracks, rooted in the 
soil beneath. 


We have decided not to destroy any exist- 
ing plants but will use some of the existing 
biomass and accumulated soil to begin 
composting at the site to grow some spe- 
cific edible plants and herbs. 


We also plan to use hand tools (we want to 
avoid bringing any machinery onto the site) 
to further break up the concrete and open 
new potential for rewilding. 


Much of the manual work ahead of us is 
clearing the site of waste and hazards 
caused by people flytipping but here we 
have found many opportunities to repur- 
pose items for the project. For example, 
we identified our biggest challenge will be 
access to water and have started gathering 
containers and tarps that we found dis- 
carded at the site to collect rainfall to use 
in watering the new plants. 


Around the site tower blocks themselves 
slowly grow out of the ground and are busy 
with workers throughout the day. Through 
our project we see many opportunities for 
turning this abandoned land into a social 
space for engagement with these workers 
to discuss and educate about the role of 
unions in caring for the local environment. 
IWW Bristol 


The next issue of Wildcat Newsletter #28 
will be in September 2022 


We call upon members to write or report on 
what is happening in you area. 


We are particularly interested in campaign 
stories, organising, training, lessons 
learned, hints & tips. 


Around 250 - 300 words max. 
If you have an idea then please have a 
think about doing a write it up over the next 


couple of weeks. 


Please email: 


newsletter@iww.org.uk 


IWWSCOTLAND.WORDPRESS.COM 


